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feil by Mr Raj Narain against
Urs Indira Gandhi, it behoves us
w examing the  democratic pro-
pricties arising from the decision
wtting  aside the  election of a
Prime Mfimister.  The bouee is ook
# legal bt o omowal one. The
ahifice of modern demoeracy rests
= the pillars of conventions arnd
Mmlitions and F they are shaken,
the edifice i bomnd to fall and
mimble fnto  dust, The Allaha-
had High Court has found Mrs
Gandhi guilty of corrupt practice
md set aside ler election to the
JLlok Sabha from the Rae Bareli
omstitnency and  hos  disqualified

o ber From stwnding for election o

the Lok Sabha or the State Assem-
by for a period of six years. On
this fnding, wny person with a
wnse of dignity, should vacate
sifice: and pursue the legal reme-
dies open 1o him and resume oflico
ﬂnﬂv;]f cleared by the superior
piiciary  of the countey.  That
wis previsely  what  Dr Chenna
Beddi dich amd the Prime Minister,
by accepting Dr Chenna Reddi's
msigration, created o precedent
lor the countey. The principle
wmnt  be  diferent becanse the
Prime  Alinister & involved in
s mstance.  The fact  that

Jthe  High Court has granted

tay of operation of ity onder for
B davs or that under the Consti-
' held minis-
terial office without cloctoral same-
o for & period of six months is
Frelevant i the comsideration of
§ % marality of sticking to a pub-
e office in the fate of adverse
bulings by the judiciary. The
mnstitutional provision enabling a
'.-iiutumt ]
be appointed a Minister implies
et ﬂmmll porson s tlighnigpfnr
fectinm to the legislatore and is
wit disqualified in any way. It is
wit & licence to appoint ineligible
perarmis ag Mindsters for six months
withisiit referenoi to the spirit of
thee Crmastitartiasi,
It may be recalled  that when

the Andhra  High Court passed
sverse  remarks on My 2 - Sun-
pevia Reddi in respect of certain

tamsport  notification  largely on
the hasis of the absence of an affi-
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vhest  trditions ol demos
wacy, When a series of railway
accidents, with which the Railway
Minister was not even  remotely
conmected, necurred in our conntey,
Ll Bahacur Shastrd set o mum:irl}l{-
cont example of owning the ulti-
mtis pesponsibility of the Mindster
wd of vacating his office.  The
lipses in those cses pale  futo
insignificance when eompared with

the finding of corrupt  practice
made by the Allshsbad High
Court in  Mrs Gandhi’s  cave.

Attempts to belittle the electoral
ollence by the Prime Minister will
nost b slow or Incking in a country
whore the wership of a person in
authority is an unwritten article of
Faith, Representation  of
People Act, which prohibits par-
ticipation by persons in the ser-
viee of Covernment in furtherance
ol the prospects of any candidate
is mot a technicality but a sound
mule of law for ensuring free elec-
tions, In a country where the
Covernment i held in awe by the
rural masses, this salutary provi-
sion is all the more necescury if
they are pot to be il&l‘imit!ulc?h}'
Covernment servants. We have o
habit of changing laws whenever
they irked the Executive, hut we
hape that the simple right to vote
free from official pressure will not
e destroyed by an amendment to
the T entation of the People
Act with retrospective effect
That massive rallies (usually
paid for) and eminent persomages
in authority  (largely beneficiuries
of the Prime Minister) have wrged
her to continue in office egardless
of democratic  propricties, is too
thin a fig leaf eover for sticking to
olice  against  better  judgment.
Counter-rallies  and  op
to the Prime Minister's com.
tinanee  which  are  inevitable
reactions to the sugﬁnﬂ rullies
will only trigger unhappy
disturbunces  and  violence  in
the conmtry. Here is u historic
apportumity for the Primo Minister
b estaldish o noble parliamenty
tradition which, if she seizes, will
give ber an honoured place in the
nation’s democratic history, but if
she fails, will expose her to the
perpetual ridicole of posterity,
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Dhar, populurly known us DL
among his Friends,” removes from
Indisn  public life » charming,
Dirillioet anel versatile personality,
Born in an  aristocratic family,
Dhar participated in the " Cnit
Kashmir Movement ™ in 1946 qnd
Il remained i public life sinee
then. He served s Home Seere-
tary and later as Home Minister
of Kushmir and played o very olis-
tinguished role during the Pakis-
tant incursions  doto  Kashmir in
55 and 1665, But it is as a great
diplomat  that Dbar will he re-
membered.  Endowed with pleqs
sing manners, soft speech, a clear,
quick and  alert  mind, Dhar
preved o striking suceess as e
Ambussador  to Moscow, He
found in the Soviet SVSLEm an
vcho of his own radicalism seok-
ing  revolutionary  changes  in
society and economy.  He helped
to strengthen the bonds of Friend-
ship between the two countries to
the extent of signing  the Indo-
Soviet Friondship Teeaty in 1971.
He oxoelled o negotiations, Lis
tnfailing smile covering his quick
pgnuq: ol any sinister move from
the nther side and foresealled it
in - advance.  Between UMB and
1938, when he assisted the Indian
delegation to. the United Nations
on the Kashmir issae, he showed
a. mastery of detail and a ready
wit and won  the  admiration of
eminent men fike Sic B. N, Ruau,
Dhar, us a Flanning Minister, was
o spuare peg inoa mund hole, He
weas fmpationt with the inexoralile
laws of economics. He mistonk
the desicable for the data and
erred on the side of over-optimism,
Thus he had to leave the Planning
Commission without fnalizing the
Fifth Plan, This is no reflection

on Dhae's  ability  bue it js yee

another proof that playing musical
chaies.  with Cabineét Ministers
seldom pays  dividend to  the
nation.  Dhar  was  friendly  tn

mveryane and bad the copacity o
put others at ease, A man of fine
eulture,  he  approximated o
Cardinal Newman's definition of
gentleman, He leaves belind an
aroma of dedicated serviee to the
countTy, —R.¥,
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